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Highlights 
 

 WASH Cluster partners’ results include 67,328 
people, (including UNICEF contribution 54,864 
people), with sufficient water of appropriate 
quality and quantity for drinking, cooking, and 
maintaining personal hygiene 

 The same 67, 328 people received sanitation and 
hygiene supplies (UNICEF contribution 37, 482 
people) 

 WASH Cluster partners’ results include 70, 659 
people (UNICEF contribution 48,061 people) 
have heard hygiene and sanitation promotion 
messages, while 37,482 people have been 
provided with sanitation and hygiene supplies 

 17,446 early childhood education and primary 
school children have received learning materials 
and school supplies in three provinces 

 Only 36 per cent of the 130 ECCE centres on 
Tafea have resumed some form of class 

 186 youths in Tafea and Shefa provinces 
participated in a workshop to learn to be a peer 
educator 

 2,323 children were provided with birth 
registration documentation  

 UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health to hire 
five additional nurses (including midwives) to 
support the maternal and child health clinics on 
Tanna Island & imported three portable, solar 
powered birth delivery kits 

VANUATU 
166,600 people on 22 islands 
affected, including 82,000 children 

 

67,238 people, including women 

and children, with access to sufficient 
water of appropriate quality and 
quantity for drinking, cooking, and 
maintaining personal hygiene and 
with sanitation and hygiene supplies 

 
70, 659 people affected by the 

cyclone have heard hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages 
 

17,446 children in Early Childhood 

Care and Education Centres and 
primary schools have received 
learning materials and school 
supplies 
 

2,323 children and youths aged 

under 17 have been provided with 
birth registration documentation 
 
UNICEF’s humanitarian appeal is 

100% funded: THANK YOU! 

Cyclone Pam 
Relief and 
Recovery 

Situation Report 
20 

17 - 30 May 2015   

 

The UNICEF Regional Director for East Asia and the Pacific 
with Ni-Vanuatu children who are drawing pictures of what 
makes them happy after TC Pam. © UNICEF 
Pacific/2015/Berthe 
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Overview and Coordination 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 14 March 2015 

Estimated Affected Population: 166,600       (Source: Flash Appeal launched on 24 March 2015) 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 166,600 83,300 83,300 

Children Affected (Under 18)1 82,000 41,000 41,000 

Children Under Five2 29,332 15,282 14,050 

Children 6 to 23 Months3 8,800 4,580 4,220 

Pregnant Women4 7,650 N/A 7,650 

 

 

The first draft of the National Framework for Recovery was circulated by the government as the way forward to 
support the transition into interventions for sustainable recovery.  A stronger role by the Office of the Prime 
Minister as the driver of the recovery  process was defined and the Sector Ministries will use this framework to 
link the results of humanitarian and recovery interventions to longer term development strategies and plans, 
including to strengthen disaster resilience  UNICEF continues to work closely to support the Government 
Ministries to ensure that the results planned under the Humanitarian Action Plan are achieved, while at the same 
time using the transitional recovery process to bridge building-back-better to longer term development 
programmes in education, maternal and child health and nutrition, child protection and water, sanitation and 
hygiene.  

 

The Humanitarian Clusters are reviewing responses, identifying lessons that can be carried forward to improve 
preparation, resilience and future humanitarian responses.  All relevant documentation will be submitted to the 
National Disaster Management Office by mid-June for compilation by the Government.  UNICEF staff are 
currently engaged in review exercises within the WASH, Education, Health and Nutrition, Protection and 
Logistics Clusters. Many agencies, including UNICEF, will carry out their own exercises or reviews, to identify 
how each Agency’s procedures and actions may be improved, or, where successful, replicated. UNICEF’s 
internal After Action Review will take place in late August 2015.  

UNICEF’s Regional Director for Eastern Asia and the Pacific, and UNICEF Pacific’s Representative, visited 
Vanuatu, including Tanna Island, to assess quality and quantity of UNICEF response. They interacted with 
children, teachers, health workers and Government officials, as well as with UN, NGO and bilateral partners. 

 

UNICEF humanitarian and recovery responses  

 
 
 

Education 
 
More than 1,500 children in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) centres in Tafea province have 
not gone back to school due to lack of learning spaces, as reported by the Provincial ECCE coordinator. Only 
36 per cent of the 130 ECCE centres have resumed some form of class.5  UNICEF is working with the Ministry 
of Education to direct resources for restoring ECCE. 
 
Through UNICEF support an additional 2,728 primary school children in Penama Province have received 
learning material and school supplies, bringing the total number receiving and using educational material and 
supplies to 17,446, including children Shefa and Tafea provinces.  
 

                                                        
1 The NDMO estimates the number of affected children to be 70,000. However, the total number of children residing in the affected provinces 
exceeds this estimate. 
2 Number of children aged under 5 in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013). 
3 Number of children aged 6-23 months in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013 and WHO Emergency tool 6.3 Ref 
Values, March 2012). 
4 Number of pregnant women in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013 and WHO Emergency tool 6.3 Ref Values, 
March 2012). 
5 The new list recently shared with UNICEF showed that there are 130 ECCE Centres in Tafea Province. 
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Field monitoring visits to schools indicated 5,3636 primary school children accessing temporary learning spaces.  
 
 

 
 
                   

Health and Nutrition 
 
Access of approximately 3,000 children to vaccination services is now restored, in rural villages of Shefa and 
Sanma Provinces Provinces, because UNICEF and the MoH installed solar powered refrigerators for vaccines.  
To date 18 health facilities benefited from this intervention and it was ensured that the cold chain equipment that 
was provided was also set up in a better way, to resist the impact of a cyclone. 
 
Mothers and children on Tanna Island will now have better access to antenatal and post natal care, child health 
services and family planning because UNICEF assisted the Ministry of Health to deploy five additional nurses 
to the health facilities on the Island.  
 
UNICEF supported the MoH to introduce 35 paediatric nurses to inpatient and outpatient identification and 
treatment of severe and acute malnutrition in children under age five. The nurses also developed provincial level 
action plans.  
 
UNICEF signed a 6-month Project Cooperation Agreement (May-October 2015) with Save the Children to 
implement nutrition distribution through aid post health workers, and to support immunisation and reproductive 
and maternal child health activities across the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)  
 
To date, interventions by UNICEF and its partners have provided 54,864 people, including women and children, 
with access to sufficient water of appropriate quality and quantity for drinking, cooking, and maintaining personal 
hygiene.  
 
Through the support of UNICEF and its partners, 48,061 people affected by the cyclone have benefited from 
hygiene and sanitation promotion messages, while 37,482 people have been provided with sanitation and 
hygiene supplies. Hygiene messaging has been reinforced through measures including demonstrations of good 
hygiene practices, complemented with pocket-sized pamphlets and radio messages.  
 
While UNICEF and its partners have provided 2,431 children at primary schools with functioning water supply 
facilities (exceeding the planned target of 2,000 children), sanitation improvements are ongoing to achieve 
secure, user-friendly and latrines appropriate and safe for both males and females. 
 
A random sample was conducted of 99 households across six Area Councils in Tanna. Observations highlight 
that community infrastructure – including schools – is under stress, as household rainwater harvesting systems 
are being rebuilt. Monitoring of UNICEF supplies distributed by OXFAM conducted across 2,194 households 
indicates overall satisfaction with the quality of supplies, but also significant demand for replenishment of 
consumables, such as soap and detergents. 
 
The Shelter Cluster recently completed a REACH Survey showing that the sanitation situation has essentially 
returned to pre-Pam status and that drinking water supply remains a high priority. The number of roofs damaged 
and the heavy reliance on rainwater harvesting emphasized the need for Shelter and WASH to continue to work 
closely together. 
 
A key challenge is the reduction in the rate at which partners are reaching beneficiaries, in part due to delays in 
procurement, logistical constraints and partners’ limited capacity to work across multiple sectors. 

                                                        
6 There was initial over reporting, and the actual figures were collected during recent field monitoring. Moreover, some schools have repaired 
their classrooms for the use of children instead of the temporary learning spaces. 
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Child Protection 

 
UNICEF support to the Civil Registry Office enabled the mobile birth registration campaign to take place on 
Tanna, Tafea Province, starting on 23 April. Thus far 4,228 people were provided with replacement birth 
registration documentations or issued with a new birth certificate. Of these 2,323 were children under 17 years 
of age (47 per cent girls). 
 
A total of 186 peer educators have been orientated on psychosocial support and disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
messaging (exceeding the UNICEF target of 100). UNICEF partner, the Ministry of Youth Development and 
Training completed the orientation (18 - 22 May) of an additional 134 youths in the Shepherd Islands of Mataso, 
Makira, Emae, Buninga, Tongariki and Tongoa. Further orientations are ongoing in Ambrym, Erromango and 
Efate. 
 
Following their orientation, peer educators on West Ambrym used UNICEF’s recreational kit to facilitate child 
activities at the Sisive Primary School, bringing together 102 girls and boys aged 7 to 13 (including two children 
with disabilities).  These actions also brought together youth from the community, community leaders and 
teachers, devoting their time together to support children in psycho-social recovery from trauma. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D) and Advocacy 
 
The weekly UNICEF radio show and Daily Post article focused on how recreational kits are bringing happiness 
to the lives of affected children. A related blog article was also published. 
 
The UNICEF Sports for Development Programme supported the delivery of the national birth registration 
campaign through a Just Play festival on Tanna on 23 May. The festival attracted over 200 children from primary 
schools, and they all enjoyed learning about health, wellness and child protection through fun games and 
activities. They also had an opportunity to talk about, and draw about, how to be happy after Cyclone Pam. 
 
The international and national field monitors deployed by UNICEF have covered six Area Councils on Tanna, 
visiting schools, health facilities and households where UNICEF funded supplies have been provided. Their 
feedback demonstrates: general satisfaction with supplies; education supplies have been an incentive for 
children to return to school after the cyclone; and that the measles and rubella campaign has had a wide reach. 
Issues highlighted include the need for rain water harvesting structures and support to ECCE. 

 
Supply and Logistics  
 
Transport and logistic support was organised for the Ministry of Education and Training to move education 
materials to Pentecost in Penama Province. Logistics agreements are undergoing revision in order to improve 
cost efficiency.  A local procurement market survey and a first invitation to bid are being prepared to give more 
Vanuatu suppliers a chance to work with UNICEF and to boost the local economy. 
 
UNICEF continues to rent secure warehouses near the airport in Tanna, which are also available on a cost 
recovery basis to other humanitarian partners.  
 
Three sets of solar powered lanterns and charges, with foetal dopplers, have arrived in portable and rugged 
cases, to assist doctors or midwives to safely deliver of babies in health facilities with no electric power. The 
solar ‘suitcases’ come equipped with high-efficiency LED medical lighting, a universal cell phone charger, a 
battery charger and outlets for 12V DC devices. The foetal heart Doppler rate monitor is used to detect the 
heartbeat of new-born babies for prenatal care. These cases will be paired with supplies for care of newborns, 
and delivered to rural health facilities.  
 



PACIFIC SITUATION REPORT   17 - 30 MAY 2015 

5 

Funding 

 
UNICEF has now secured 100 per cent of the funds required to deliver humanitarian aid to thousands of children 
and their families in Vanuatu, Kiribati, Tuvalu and Solomon Islands. Any additional funds received hereafter will 
be used for recovery work and interventions.  
 
UNICEF Pacific and its field office in Vanuatu are very grateful to have received funds or other in kind assistance 
from the Governments of Australia, Canada, Estonia, France, Japan, Republic of Korean, Lithuania, and the 
United Kingdom. We are also grateful to the UNICEF National Committees for Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, 
Germany, Korea, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, the UK and the USA; OFC and UNOCHA. UNICEF 
Philippines and UNICEF Indonesia also contributed funds, as did numerous private individuals through mail or 
on-line.  
These contributions have allowed UNICEF to reach children and families with essential services and supplies, 
and support Government to coordinate humanitarian clusters.   
 
 

Results 

                                                        
7 Targets are for Vanuatu 

 Cluster 2015 Target 
Cluster 

Total Results 

UNICEF 2015 

Target7 

UNICEF 

Total Results 

NUTRITION 

Number of targeted caregivers of children 0-23 months with 

access to IYCF counselling 
6,500 4,207 6,500 4,207 

Number of children 6-59 months receiving micronutrient 

supplementation 
12,500 

Intervention 

now initiated 
12,500 

Intervention 

now initiated 

HEALTH 

Number of children 6-59 months vaccinated against 

measles 
25,000 24,336 25,000 24,336 

Number of national cold room and cold chain equipment 

restored 
31 

 

18 31 
 

18 

Number of affected primary health care facilities with 

adequate new-born care kits and services  
60 

 

12 25 
 

12 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of emergency-affected population provided with 

access to safe water as per agreed standards 
110,000 

 

67,238 

 

70,000 

 

54,864 

 

Number of emergency-affected population provided with 

sanitation and hygiene supplies 
110,000 

 

67,238 

 

70,000 

 

37,482 

Number of emergency-affected population  benefiting from 

hygiene and sanitation promotion messages 
110,000 

 

70,659 

 

70,000 

 

48,061 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents provided with access to 

safe spaces for trauma relief through psychosocial support, 

socialization, play and learning  

20,000 

 

345 20,000 

 

345 

Number of parents/caregivers provided with information on 

reducing psychosocial stress 
6,400 

 

27 
6,400 

 

27 

Number of youth, girls and boys oriented as peer educators 

on prevention of violence 
100 

 

186 
100 

 

186 

Number of service providers oriented on child protection in 

emergencies 
350 

 

58 
350 

 

58 

Number of children provided with replacement birth 

registration documentation 
6,400 2,323 6,400 

 

2,323 

EDUCATION 
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UNICEF spokespeople in Vanuatu: 
  
Ketsamay Rajphangthong 
Email: krajphangthong@unicef.org  
Mobile: +678 776 2306 
 
Mark Choonoo 
Email: mchoonoo@unicef.org 
Mobile: +678 547 7792 
 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Karen B. Allen     Isabelle Austin 
Representative    Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Pacific    UNICEF Pacific 
Tel: +679 9925 427    Tel: +679 9925 613 
 

                                                        
8 There was over reporting in the beginning and the actual figures were collected during the recent field monitoring. Moreover, there are also some schools 
that have repaired their classrooms, so  that the children have gone back to using the classroom instead of the Tents. 
9 Both UNICEF and implementing partners have faced great challenges in collecting accurate data on the number of children accessing psycho-social 
counseling and DRR messages, however activities are ongoing in schools, and at Just Play festivals.  
 

Number of affected preschool and primary school children 

with access to temporary learning spaces (TLS) 
22,000 5,363 16,000 5,3638 

Number of preschool and school age children that have 

received learning materials and school supplies 
22,540 17,446 22,540 17,446 

Number of education service providers (ECE and Primary) 

oriented in psychosocial support and DRR messaging 
1,004 

Data 

collection 

ongoing 
944 

Data 

collection 

ongoing 

Number of emergency-affected children (ECE & Primary) 

accessing psychosocial support and DRR key messages 
19,000 

Intervention  

initiated but not 

measured9 

10,000 

Intervention  

initiated but not 

measured 

mailto:krajphangthong@unicef.org
mailto:mchoonoo@unicef.org

